
Waterloo-Oxford D.S.S. Business 

Entrepreneurship: The Venture 
Course Description 
This course focuses on how entrepreneurs recognize opportunities, generate ideas, and organize resources to plan 
successful ventures that enable them to achieve their goals.  Students will learn about values, traits, and skills most often 
associated with successful entrepreneurial activity.  A self-analysis, exploration, and inventory of one’s own interests 
and abilities will be completed.  Students will meet and study current entrepreneurs, compete in a business simulation, 
and participate in the hands-on venture creation process, by planning running a venture event of their choosing. 
Participation in DECA is highly recommended to enrich and further develop business skills and aptitudes. 

Identifying Information 
Course Title: Entrepreneurship: The 

Venture 
Course Code: BDI3C 
Course Type: College Preparation 

Grade: 11 
Credit Value: 1 

Essential Learnings 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

1. Analyze the common characteristics of entrepreneurial people, and assess their own potential. 
2. Generate new ideas and identify possible business opportunities. 
3. Conduct marketing research to evaluate business opportunities. 
4. Analyze the method, structure, and content necessary to build a successful business plan. 
5. Complete the production, marketing, and financial plans for a venture. 

Course Units 
Unit Description – Term Weight (70%) 

1 Enterprising People & Entrepreneurs  
▪ What is Entrepreneurship? 
▪ Entrepreneurs and Enterprising People 
▪ What is Intrapreneurship? 
▪ Assessing Your Entrepreneurial Potential 

Essential Learning 
#1 
▪ Quiz 
▪ Assignment 

2 Ideas & Opportunities for New Ventures 
▪ What is Creativity? 
▪ Invention vs. Innovation 
▪ Opportunities & Trends 
▪ Idea Generation & Protection 
▪ Evaluating Ideas 

Essential 
Learnings  #2 & 3 
▪ Quiz 
▪ Assignment 

3 The Benefits of a Venture Plan 
▪ The Benefits of a Business Plan 
▪ Importance & components of a Business Plan 
▪ Components of a Business Plan I 

Resource Analysis: Forms of Ownership, Franchises, Capital 
Resources, Human Resources, Insurance & Regulatory 

Essential 
Learnings #4 & 5 
▪ Quiz 
▪ Assignment 
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Requirements 
Production Plan: Production Processes, Sourcing Suppliers,  
Inventory Management 

4 The Venture Plan 
▪ Components of a Business Plan I 

Marketing Plan: 4 P’s of Marketing, Logo’s & Slogans, 
Promotion Strategies, Pricing Methods, Branding & Packaging 
Financial Plan: Raising Capital, Break-Even Analysis, Return on 
Investment, Pricing Strategies, Cash-Flow Analysis, Estimating 
Rev & Exp. 

 
Essential 

Learnings #4 & 5 
▪ Quiz 
▪ Assignment 

Final Culminating Project (30%) - VENTURE PLAN (Covers ALL Essential Learnings) 
▪ A final project to demonstrate the students understanding of the course content. 

Materials: 
Textbook – Entrepreneurship: Creating a Venture, 2nd edition (Cranson and Dennis) 
Notebook – students will need to maintain organized computer files of notes and handouts, in addition to 
some paper copies, thus a 3 ring binder is suggested  
Field Trips – Students will have the opportunity to participate in an amazing race discovering Stratford’s 
entrepreneurs.  

Evaluation 
To be successful in this course the student must be able to demonstrate their learning of the above topics and 
skills through completion of the following: 

70% of the grade is accumulated throughout the course as follows: 
17% per unit based on participation, presentations, tests, assignments, 
quizzes, homework questions, Google forms completed, cases, written  
and research assignments, with an emphasis on the unit summative 70% 

 
30% of the grade is a culminating activity: 

Summative – Venture Process/Plan 30% 
100% 

*NOTE: all major assignments must be completed in the presence of the teacher unless granted permission 
otherwise, as recommended in WRDSB’s Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting Handbook  

Additional Class Expectations 
1. WRDSB Responsible Use Procedure: 

Students are expected to review the Responsible Use Procedure for Information, Communication and 
Collaboration Technologies.  Not following the policy may jeopardize your opportunity to finish the course 
successfully. 
Some key points from the RUP:  

- Individual users are responsible for using all Board services, devices, and applications 
responsibly and for administrative and curricular purposes only 

- Individual users are responsible for protecting equipment assigned to them from theft or damage 
and adhering to rules of hardware etiquette promoted by the Board  
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- Electronic Devices: Use of electronic devices is at the discretion of the classroom teacher. The 
“off and away” mentality will provide students the best opportunity to be productive, successful 
business students.  

 
2. Print Credits: 

Students will be provided with the amount of print credits necessary to complete the course.  However, if 
students use print credits for other purposes, it may be necessary to purchase more.  Purchases are done 
through the library.  
 

3. Attendance & Punctuality: 
Even with a valid absence, you are still responsible for the work done in class. A valid absence is NOT an 
exemption. Regular attendance and punctuality are a must.  If you are absent for any reason, it is YOUR 
responsibility to catch up on any missed notes, handouts, assignments, due dates, announcements, etc. done in 
class.  Missed material can be obtained by referring to fellow classmates and/or the class Google Classroom.  
 

4. Assignments:  
All assignments are to be completed by their due date.  Failure to do so may jeopardize achievement of the 
course credit. In the unfortunate event that an assignment has failed to meet the deadline, alternate 
assignments may be given as proof of the learning of essential skills. Proof of learning is required to grant any 
credit. These guidelines are in line with the WRDSB Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Policy.  
All assignments will have a date after which they will no longer be marked, and a grade of incomplete will be 
given. Incompletes may negatively impact a students grade, and credit achievement. 
Major assignments will have detailed, written instructions provided.  These assignments MUST be completed 
under teacher supervision.  
 

5. Tests/Quizzes/In-Class Assignments: 
Students who miss a test due to an unexpected event, will be required to write the test the first class back 
from the absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to validate all absences with the teacher and the office. 
Failure to do so could result in a mark of 0.  
Students who are aware ahead of time (i.e. sports or a dental appointment) that they will miss a test due to a 
valid absence, must communicate this to their teacher well in advance in order to make arrangements to write 
the test.  Failure to do so could result in a mark of 0. Preparation breeds confidence!  
 

6. Teacher Assistance: 
Students are encouraged to seek assistance form their teacher whenever it is deemed necessary (problems, 
comments, questions, etc.).  Help is available and it is the responsibility of the student to take advantage of 
this opportunity.  
 
Note that professional judgment will be exercised in all situations. 

Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting Policies 
Key values of Waterloo-Oxford Secondary School and the WRDSB include respect, responsibility, honesty, 
and trustworthiness.  Our expectations for student behaviour and academic conduct come from these core 
values.  In accordance with WRDSB guidelines outlined in the Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting 
Handbook, the following policies are in effect for each subject at WODSS: 

a) Late and Missed Assignments 
It is the expectation that students will submit all required work by the assigned deadlines as evidence of 
their learning of essential skills. 
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i. Failure to do so may result in a loss of credit; however, in consultation with the teacher and the 
appropriate administrator, additional opportunities will be afforded to students to demonstrate their 
learning of the essential skills.  

ii. If one or more essential skills are not demonstrated, students in Grades 9 and 10 may receive an 
“I” and will not be granted credit for the course.  Students in Grades 11 and 12 risk losing credit 
for the course. 

iii. The Learning Skills section of the student’s Provincial Report Card will be used to reflect incidents 
of late and missed assignments. 

 
b) Cheating and Plagiarism 

It is the expectation that students will submit their own, original work for the purpose of demonstrating 
their learning.  In the event that cheating or plagiarism occurs, the following consequences may be 
implemented, in consultation with administration, depending on the situation: 

i. The student may be required to redo all or part of the assignment or assessment. 
ii. The student may be required to complete an alternate assignment or assessment. 

iii. The student’s work may be treated as a missed assignment. 
iv. Additional consequences for cheating or plagiarizing material may include a loss of access to 

WODSS academic awards and scholarship opportunities.  As well, potential disciplinary actions 
may include suspension.  

v. The Learning Skills section of the student’s Provincial Report Card will be used to reflect incidents 
of cheating and plagiarism. 
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