Far From Home: Battle of Vimy Ridge
1.
Why was the battle of Vimy Ridge important to the Allies?

- Vimy Ridge was 500 feet tall by 5 miles long.  It was the key to the German defenses because it gave them a view of the Allies.  It would have to be taken to break the stalemate of the trench war.
2.
Why was Vimy given to the Canadians to capture?

- the Canadians had proven at Ypres and the Somme, that they were fearless fighters.  

-their commander Sir Arthur Currie was a master planner. 

3.
Why do people say that “A Nation was Born on Vimy Ridge”.

- the Canadian troops all fought together as a Canadian Division.

- it was the 1st great Allied Victory since the beginning of the war and all Canadians felt the pride of that victory.  At that point people in Canada realized that we were not just a colony of Britain’s, we were an important, powerful, independent country.

-mostly due to Canada’s success at Vimy, Canada demanded and was granted the right to sign the peace treaty at the end of the war.  Until this time, Britain had always negotiated our Foreign Affairs.
4.
How did the Canadians prepare for this battle?

- they ran trench raids at night to gather information.

- every soldier was given maps of the battle area to study from.  This made the soldiers better prepared and empowered them to feel they were trusted.

- the soldiers did rehearsals of the coming battle which included measuring off distances to be taken in battle.

- there were tunnels dug into the German area, to transport soldiers without being seen.

- there was heavy use of Artillery leading up to the battle to knock out German guns and supply lines.

- flash spotting and sound ranging determined the location of German heavy guns so they could be knocked out.

- special fuses were used to knock out German barbed wire.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LP22iTXqS8   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLJ4H-1141Y
