Writing a News Report

	Task: 

Write a news report based on the Halifax Explosion Power Point 

                      Presentation.



• You will have to us the facts and information, answering some or



all of the following questions: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?

Purpose and

Audience: 
to report on an event for the readers of a newspaper

Length: 
One Page, every line.  


Points to remember when writing a news report:

1. The first sentence (or two) of a newspaper article is called the Lead.  This must contain the WHO, WHAT, WHEN, and WHERE.

2. The rest of the paragraphs give more details on the lead, and explain the HOW and WHY.

3. Paragraphs in a news article are only ONE or TWO sentences long.  In some cases they can be three sentences, but NO MORE.  Make sure that your paragraphs are obvious (for example, indent).

4. You are writing for a newspaper, not telling a story.  Do NOT use “I” or “We” or “You”.

5. Include at least two quotations, one personal quotation and one professional quotation.  Begin a new paragraph with each quotation.

6. Give specific details.  The more specific details you have, the better.

Please Remember:
• handwriting that can’t be read easily will not be marked.
• follow the rules for proper grammar, spelling and 
punctuation 
• avoiding conventions of text messaging and

informal e-mail (e.g., no capital letters, “LOL”).
Instructions:  If you were absent from class or did not complete the news report follow this link to the Halifax Explosion slide show.  You will need to open the commentary separately and print it off.  

Halifax Explosion Slide Show, Courtesy of Janet Kitz (PowerPoint) and Slide Show Commentary (PDF)

Writing a News Report
Halifax explosion Rubric

	marks
	Topic Development
	Use of Conventions

	10
	• The response is related to headline and/or photo but is not a news report.

or

• The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo. It identifies an event, but provides no supporting details, or provides details that are unrelated to the event. There is no evidence of organization.
	. • There is insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions.

or

• Errors in conventions interfere with communication.

	20
	• The response is related to headline and/or photo but only partly in the form of a news report.

or

• The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo, but the focus on an event is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too few or repetitious. There is limited evidence of organization.
	• Errors in conventions distract from communication.

	30
	• The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear focus on an event. There are insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details to the event is not always clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from the overall communication.
	• Errors in conventions do not distract from communication.

	40
	•The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent focus on an event. There are sufficient supporting details, however, only some are specific. The organization is mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overall communication.
	• Control of conventions is evident in written work.

	50
	• The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent focus on an event. There are sufficient specific supporting details to develop the news report. The organization is logical.
	

	60
	• The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent focus on an event. There are sufficient specific supporting details, which are thoughtfully chosen to develop the news report. The organization is coherent demonstrating a thoughtful progression of ideas.
	


TOTAL:          _______ / 100
