Political Party and Elections Assignment
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In this assignment you will be asked to create a political party.  Your political party will both reflect and address issues that you deem important in and around Waterloo-Oxford.  It is a group assignment and will be completed in groups of 3 to 5.  The largest part of the project will be completed during class time so it should be noted that your participation, use of time and ability to stay on task will be monitored and assessed.

In this assignment you will be asked to:

1) Identify pressing issues at Waterloo-Oxford.

2) Select a party leader and campaign manager.

3) Develop a political platform that addresses some or all of these issues.

4) Create a political party name, logo, slogan etc.

5) Create a brochure highlighting your platform, leader, slogan etc.

6) Develop signs buttons, posters, and other electoral aids for use throughout the classroom.

7) Write and deliver a speech, that will be videotaped, on the issues that you have chosen.

8) Participate and vote on presentations of another class.

Step 1 – Issue Identification

In your groups, talk about W-O as you see it.  What does it do well?  Where does it need improvement?

Identify at least 5 important things that need to be improved or changed and discuss possible solutions to these problems.

Step 2 – Party Leadership
From the members of your group, select a party leader as well as a campaign manager.

The leader should be prepared to comment on the platform of the party and will need to make a speech on behalf of the party before the election.

The campaign manager will work with the other members of the group to organize the campaign.  They will distribute the tasks for each group member and will ensure that the party gets the best possible exposure while meeting all deadlines and assignment criteria.

Step 3 – Create A Platform

The group will develop a statement of principles (what do you stand for as a party), a list of issues they would like to address in the school, and a set of possible solutions to these issues.

Step 4 – Create A Political Party Name

Using the issues and solutions mentioned in Step 3, the group will develop a party name that is representative of the issues they would like to focus on, or representative of the methods they intend to use to solve the issues.  ( example – principle: more student choice in school decisions -- - the Student Freedom Party)

The group should also come up with a party logo (see the top of this assignment for examples.  Included are the 12 official federal parties in Canada).  You should also have a set of party colours, and a series of slogans to be used in the campaign.

Step 5 – Create an Information Brochure

Create a brochure that details your party’s platform and central issues.  It should be colourful, concise and informative.  Your party’s name, logo, slogan and colours should also be used.

Step 6 – Create Promotional Materials

Create signs, buttons, posters or other electoral aids for use in the campaign.  Ensure that your name, logo, slogan and colours are used appropriately and effectively.

Step 7 – Develop a Campaign Speech

Prepare a speech to be delivered by your leader in the election campaign.  This speech, along with the campaign materials will be shared with another class to allow them to vote.  This speech will be videotaped and should be 3- 5 minutes in length.  

Step 8 – Participate in and Election

Observe the campaign materials and speeches of another class on election day in preparation for the election.  Choose the best representative or party through a full voting procedure including a voter’s list, ballots, scutineers, and polling stations.

Note:  Party names, slogans, promotional materials must be appropriate for school!  

Marking Scheme

Group Participation, Leadership, Use of Class Time



25

Party Brochure








25

Promotional, Election Materials, signs, buttons etc.



25

Speech, Presentation (content and delivery)




25

Results (5 potential bonus marks)
Total









100

For more information on the marking scheme, consult the Assessment Rubric.
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