Chapter 2: Human Behaviour Perception and Learning

Questions:

1.
Why are children like Anna and Isabelle called isolates?
Children like Anna and Isabelle are called ‘isolates,’ because they have 
been isolated from society. They have been removed from others physically, 
socially and emotionally.  

2.
Anna and Isabelle both lived their early years almost entirely alone.  List two things, that 
each one, failed to learn because she was alone.
Anna and Isabelle failed to learn how to talk and how to behave around 
other people.

3. 
According to the text, was either Anna or Isabelle able to learn after they were rescued?
Isabelle began a program of training and was judged normal by age eight-and–a-half.  Anna died before her eleventh birthday.  She was unable to learn how to use a knife and fork, or how to button clothing.  She learned how to talk, but only of the level of a two-year-old.  She could walk, but could not run well.

4.
To what extent does it seem that later efforts can make up for an inadequate early 
environment?  

In the case of Isabelle, there was success, and she was able to make up for an inadequate early environment.  In the case of Anna, the early lack of stimulus, left Anna permanently scarred.  


Isolated children have unusual learning histories.  Suggest one or two reasons why we      can learn something about normal learning.  

By studying cases like Anna and Isabelle, we may be able to determine just how important the early years are for a person’s development.  We may also be able to determine if there is ‘critical learning’ period where language must me learned, between the ages of 1 and 6.  These cases help us determine which is more important in a person’s development, Nature or Nurture.

Additional  information on Issolates:

 Linguist Noam Chomsky says:

We acquire language because the ability to learn it is in our genes.  We learn language because of nature not just nurture.  Linguist Eric Lenneberg said we were born with the principles of language but there’s a deadline to apply the principles.  If a First language is not learned by puberty, it may be too late to properly acquire language.  

