Ethical Health Care Provision P268-275 (questions page 275)

1. The events that led Canada to create a new, independent but government-funded agency to ensure a reliable blood supply are as follows: 

· The Canadian Red Cross (CRC) collected, stored, and distributed blood products.  It was a charity and subject to restrictions on the amount it could spend on administration.  

· In the mid-1980s, more than 1200 people contacted HIV or hepatitis C from blood products from the CRC’s supply.  

· The CRC was unwilling to continue supplying blood.

· It was felt that a for-profit company controlling blood was contrary to the general principals of the Canadian medical system.

· A new agency, the Canadian Blood Services took over in September 1998.  It is government funded but separate from government.  

2. Doctors normally use the absence of brainwaves as evidence of death.  One problem that arises from this definition is that grieving family members may see their loved one as alive if the heart is still beating.  

3. Two values that many people hold are a belief in the value of life and a belief that the dignity of the person should be respected.  How might these two values conflict in a consideration of the ethical issues related organ donation? 
4. What is the Nuremberg Code? 
The Nuremburg Code is an ethical guideline for researchers, which states that voluntary consent of a human subject is essential before any experimentation can occur.  It was created by the judges who tried the 23 Nazi doctors and medical researchers between 1946 and 1947.  
What circumstances led to its creation? 
Nazi doctors and medical researchers had performed cruel and inhumane experiments on prisoners of the concentrations camps during WWII.  100,000 people died as doctors researched things like: how long people could survive while immersed in cold water, or how long they could survive while drinking only sea water, or at what point the lungs would burst because of atmospheric pressure.  
