Define each theory below, and then apply each theory to one of the issues for that section (in parentheses following the discipline). 

Anthropological Theories: (prostitution or wife abuse) 
Functionalism: 

To understand a culture, it is necessary to investigate the social functions of institutions.  

Ex.  Wife abuse or prostitution.  The functionalist would look at how society’s institutions work to prevent these issues and what institutions are failing if an issue, like this is prevalent in a society.
Structuralism:

All cultures develop complex rules that are logical structures, based on binary opposites, example, good and bad.  Anthropologists must seek out and explain these rules.   

Ex.  The Structuralist would point out the rules a society has developed against prostitution and try to explain why it is bad for society as a whole. 

Cultural Materialism:

Technological and economic factors are the most important in molding society. 

The Cultural Materialist would look at the rates of wife abuse and see if it is higher amongst the economically disadvantaged.  

Psychological Theories: (marital infidelity or alcoholism)
Psychoanalytic Theory:

The unconscious mind can be unlocked through dream analysis.  They believe that the unconscious mind affects our actions.  

Ex. Alcoholism: The Psychoanalyst would try to unlock the unconscious mind of the Alcoholic and get to the root cause of the problem.  What events in the patient’s past caused him/her to become and alcoholic.  By solving that problem they feel they can help the individual with the alcoholism.

Freud, Carl Jung, Adler
Behaviourism:

By identifying factors that motivate human behaviour, the psychologist can predict and control it.  They can treat patients with problem behaviours. 

Alcoholic:  The behaviourist would try to identify the factors that trigger the drinking and give the patient ways to prevent the behaviour.

Maslow, Watson, Spock
Learning Theory:

By controlling the way in which humans learn behaviour, society can have a greater influence on their ultimate personalities.

Alcoholism:  Can be prevented through education.  Many step programs use learning theories to teach new behaviours to the recovering alcoholic.  

Skinner, Pavlov
Sociological Theories: (poverty or young offenders)
Structural-Functionalism:

Society works by providing its members with material, social, educational and other needs .  

If a society has a problem with poverty, then they would look at why that society has become dysfunctional.  

Neo-Marxism:

Economic power is the basis of political power and the key to understanding societies.  

The Neo-Marxist would look at how the institutions in a capitalist society work to maintain this division of power and therefore encourage poverty.
Symbolic Interactionism:
The human brain is what intervenes to interpret what we observe and then how we act.  The Symbolic Interactionist would look at the young offender and try to determine why they are interpreting things differently.  

Feminist Theory:

Most societies value systems are sexist.  The Feminist would be looking at the poverty rates amongst women and comparing those to men.
Inclusionism:

Sociologist must look at the ethnic diversity within society by studying the experiences of all ethnic groups and rejecting the urge to judge through the eyes of the majority.  

The Inclusionist might look to see if the young offenders rates are different from ethnic group to ethnic group, and if so why.  

