
Man mauled by Rottweilers
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Dog attack. A Rottweiler was removed from a home after it, and another Rottwiler attacked a Bell employee making a service call at a Kraft Avenue home in Kitchener Tuesday afternoon. Record staff Source: Record staff 
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KITCHENER — Police shot two Rottweilers as they mauled a phone company worker in a Kitchener backyard Tuesday afternoon.

Witnesses said officers used a riot shield while trying to back the big dogs off the Bell Canada employee before they began to shoot the dogs at a home on Falesy Avenue.

The man was taken to Grand River Hospital with left arm and leg injuries, police said. The extent of the injuries wasn’t known Tuesday night.

“He was in dire need of assistance. He had defensive wounds, he had his arms up,” Sgt. Jamie Sheridan said.   One dog, identified as Bear, died at the scene. His mother, Cuddles, was taken to a veterinarian but was later put down as a result of extensive injuries, family members said.

“We’re very sorry that this happened to this man, but we’re also mourning the loss of our dogs,” said Jessica Egerdee, whose partner, Dave McLennan, lives in the home.

McLennan’s mother, Marjorie, was at the home when the Bell technician arrived. The dogs were initially in the fenced yard while the employee worked inside, but Marjorie said she brought them inside when he needed to go into the yard.

The dogs managed to get out through a back door but remained on a deck as the man worked in a corner of the yard, Marjorie said. Everything was fine until the worker approached the deck.

“He saw the dogs and started freaking out,” she said. The man “leaned over to the ground, and Bear went down and started grabbing him by the jacket.”

She said the worker had been nervous about the dogs from the beginning.

“I wish he would have just said ‘I can’t take this’ and called for someone else to come.”

Family members say the dogs have never been aggressive. Friends and neighbours gathered outside the home Tuesday evening to defend them.

“They were good dogs,” said Wendy Bray. “We’re going to miss them in the neighbourhood.”

Added Nicole Versteeg: “We never felt any bit that we were in danger.”

Earlier in the afternoon, John Kroner was shocked to learn of the attack and how officers shot the animals.

“They’re really nice dogs, Cuddles and Bear. I’ve gone in there before and never had a problem . . . they were great, great dogs.”

But a nearby resident disagreed. “They’re vicious dogs — they get out and terrorize the houses,” said Michelle Power.

“The dogs were just going wild,” said Fernanda Power, who was visiting her grandchildren up the street.

“There were two police officers on the back fence yelling to a woman to get her dogs off. Then they told her to get inside and I heard the shots.”

Cuddles was three years old, while Bear was a year and a half. “We lost two family members today,” Egerdee said.

Federal labour officials were notified of the incident. Police said they aren’t looking into any criminal wrongdoing.

Kitchener-Waterloo Humane Society workers were sent to the scene to transport the animals.

“There will be an investigation as to whether there were any City of Kitchener bylaw infractions leading up to and including this event,” said development director Karen Blackwell.   kswayze@therecord.com and bdavis@therecord.com
Other stories to read or watch: 

· Snake kills 2 boys in New Brunswick
· Alligator found in Brampton Backyard 
· Ikea monkey
·  http://www.cbc.ca/doczone/episodes/wild-dangerous-the-world-of-exotic-pets
The Dog Owners’ Liability Act came into effect on August 29, 2005 in Ontario.  It banned Pit Bulls in Ontario.  Owners who had the dogs were allowed to keep existing dogs, but no new Pit Bulls were allowed under the law in Ontario. http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_90d16_e.htm  Owners of Pit Bulls had to have their dogs muzzled and on a leash if in public. All dog owners are subject to action under this law if: 

A dog has bitten or attacked 

The dog has behaved in a manner that poses a menace to the safety of persons or domestic animals 

An owner did not exercise reasonable precautions to prevent a dog from biting or attacking or posing a menace to the safety of persons or domestic animals
The Ontario Government is considering lifting the “Pit Bull” ban.   http://ckdp.ca/2012/02/24/pit-bull-ban-close-to-being-lifted/
Civics Class Handbook Entry:

What do you think? Should Government be regulating what you can have as a pet? Should there be laws to prevent people from owning certain dogs or other pets or should owners only be liable after an incident? If you were Premier, what would you do?
