His Name is Aurora (pages 218-220 textbook)

Gender dysphoria (formerly Gender Identity Disorder) is defined by strong, persistent feelings of identification with the opposite gender and discomfort with one's own assigned sex that results in significant distress or impairment (Psychology Today)
This story takes place in Westerville Ohio, and the story ran in Time Magazine in 2000, long before the LGBTQ community was recognized there.  
1. Record evidence to demonstrate that the gender identity of this child could be both innate and learned.

Innate
      - before he turned 2 he was interested in sparkly dresses.  

· Paul and Sherry both have bipolar disorder

· The child has Asperger’s Syndrome.

· The father has gender-identity disorder too.

Learned
- some psychologists believe that children who express discomfort with their birth gender have larger problems.  Part of the way to deal with the pain is to have a fantasy solution.  

· He chose to be called Aurora after Sleeping Beauty.  

· The parents called him Aurora after he turned 6.

2.
Why has the government intervened in this case?  What are the potential advantages and disadvantages of the state becoming involved in this family?
-They said the child was suffering from an illness and not receiving proper care.  

Advantages: - remove child from dysfunctional home and give him a better chance at “normalacy” 

Disadvantage: -could further hurt the child through the separation anxiety. 

3.
Outline the differing explanations provided by child psychologists for gender variance.

Child psychologists have differing explanations for gender variance.  Some feel it is nature (the way you are born) while others lean to nurture (it’s a way of dealing with a painful situation.)
CBC Program:  Doc Zone.  Episode is called Transforming Gender.
Transforming Gender http://www.cbc.ca/doczone/episodes/transforming-gender
If we consider Nature vs Nurture here what are the people in this program suggesting?  Record evidence of discrimination by society.  
Notes from this program:

Hershell Russell Psychologist, Toronto states:

Transgendered individuals have:

- 2 x the rate of unemployment

- 2x the rate of homelessness

- increased risk of suicide is extremely high.  That risk drops by 93% if there is family support. 
Many transgendered women can not get employment so a large percentage of them become prostitutes.  

· Identification on all of our important papers have only 2 classes, male or female.

· There is no training in medical school for treatment of transgendered individuals. 

