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Barriers in Law and Justice: Sample



The Wrongfully Accused and Convicted in Canada: Barriers 

Introduction:
Sadly so, Canada’s legal history includes wrongful convictions for a variety of crimes; wrongful convictions for serious offences, such as murder, carry grave consequences, namely extended stays in a prison. We will examine several examples for the purpose of

1. identifying the facts and steps that led to the conviction (on the line)

2. identifying the barriers that might have been experienced (on the line, between the line)
3. identifying the facts and steps that led to the release or pardon of the convicted

4. identifying common barriers amongst the wrongfully convicted 
Instructions:
1. You can examine a wrongfully convicted person by yourself or in pairs. You have three periods to gather the information.
2. You will be assigned one of the following well known wrongfully convicted:

David Milgaard
Donald Marshall
Guy Paul Morin
Sherry Sherrett-Robinson
Stephen Truscott
Thomas Sophonow
James Driskell

Anthony Hanemaayer
Romeo Phillion
Clayton Johnson
Simon Marshall
Herman Kaglik
Tammy Marquardt
3. Using computer search engines and library date bases, complete the research for one of the convicted individuals.
Name of Convicted:_Chris McCullough____
Charged with: 2nd Degree Murder of school teacher Beverley Perrin of Stoney Creek, ON, in 1989
	What facts and steps led to the person’s conviction? (On the line)

Includes dates, evidence, circumstances, steps in the judicial process)

6 points

	1. Beverley Perrin last seen alive February 13, 1989
2. Body found two weeks later in a farm field along Tepley Town Road; according to police, she was sexually assaulted before being strangled with nylon rope
3. After 15 weeks, police arrest four men, including Chris McCullough, age 23. The other four were charged with lesser charges.
4.  Crown case rests on two witnesses, namely Steven Clarke who had been charged with credit card fraud at the time of his statements which implicated a total of six men; he said that McCullough raped the victim for 10 15 minutes before strangling her

5. Crown case rests on the testimony of teen girl friend Tammy Waltham of one of the men who was arrested; her version corroborated Steven Clarke’s statements.
6. Crown case rests on the testimony of teen girlfriend 

7. Crown rests case on a jailhouse informant, known as Jake; he forced from McCullough a statement which admitted that he wanted to have him kill Steven Clarke

.



	What barriers might the convicted person have experienced?
(on the line and between the lines)

Includes facts and interpretations-some of the barriers are spelled out for you in the research, others should be interpreted/contemplated. 
5 points

	Public pressure on police; the Perrin killing was the most difficult type to solve because it involved a random abduction that left police with no obvious motive, no immediate suspects and no physical evidence that pointed to anyone in particular.

Police misconduct; police told teen girl friend of one of the four men that they found finger prints on Perrin’s car, which was not true; pressured witness to tell a story of events fitting the police theory

Police Misconduct: Officer Gary Clue interviewed Steven Staples who reported a suspicious looking man at night near a car on the road; the man’s description did not match McCullough, yet the info and the police note books from the interview were never disclosed

Crown prosecution misconduct: at the preliminary hearing, Steven Clarke mentioned his more active involvement in the rape and murder of Perrin; this was not disclosed at the trial for the jury

Crown plea bargain; the Crown pr0secution made a bargain with Steven Clarke to testify against McCullough in exchange for a lesser charge

Poor police work; the police failed to complete a thorough investigation of Steven Clarke; his mother was never contacted, who would have told them about his constant lying and violent outbursts in the past
Poor lab work; the forensic lab which handled evidence had dismissed as insignificant, actually was full of semen and some pubic hair; none of which matched the four accused



	What steps and facts led to the release of the convicted? (on the line)

Include steps in the process, facts, and person(s)

5 points

	1992 Teen girl friend Tammy Waltham recanted testimony in Hamilton Spectator article; she claimed police exerted pressure on her and suggested events which fit their theory
1992 McCullough’s mother writes letters to the Law Society of Upper Canada, complaining about the Crown’s conduct; the response she received was dismissive

1998 Jail house informant recanted their statements to the public
1999 Verdict is appealed as statements were with drawn; Crown orders new test of evidence from the vicinity of the murder site

1999 New tests of two paper napkins found in a field near where Perrin's body was dumped, which were originally reported by the Centre of Forensic Sciences as containing "no significant findings." Showed that one of the napkins, in fact, was "soaked with semen," while the other contained three pubic hairs, The DNA tests also show the semen doesn't match that of McCullough or the three other men, but another man.
1999 New DNA tests on hair found in Perrin’s car did not match any of the four accused in the death; the tests point towards another individual
1999, March; released on bail pending outcome of his appeal

2000, June; Crown withdrew the second degree murder charge against McCullough




