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Writing With Style and Purpose
Skill #4 Creating/Writing Mastheads
The Masthead of a publication/webpage is the area, usually on the top of the first page, where the publication title appears. It is an example of a brief means of communicating ideas with a purpose and style in mind.
The masthead content includes:

· The name of the publication/news source

· The date of the publication

· A tag line which explains the content and or attracts a specific audience

· Additional information about the publication, such as the start of publication

The masthead styling includes:

· simple and clear fonts so they can be read

· some white space so that the eye can rest, as opposed to being overwhelmed with detail

· a possible graphic symbol or picture which captures the essence of the publication

Creating the Masthead:

Many software application can be used, amongst them Microsoft Office with Word Art and Text Boxes

1. Use Insert and open Word Art
2. Select the Shape and then the Text (keep shape simply) 

3. Select the Font (experiment with the fonts until you find a suitable one)
4. If you want two types of fonts, you need several word art boxes beside each other

5. You can change the width/height of letters, by right clicking to FormatWordArt
6. For sub-titles, insert a Text Box or additional Word Art boxes. Enter the text and font and then move the text box to the desired space near the title of the publication







The above masthead was created with four  Word Art boxes(Charity, News, The Monthly…, October 2012), three fonts (Franklin Gothic Heavy, Franklin Book, New Times Roman), and sized to the right proportions using Format Word Art-Size.
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The Monthly Publication of Information for Devoted Volunteers














