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Writing With Style and Purpose
Skill #3, News article planning sheet
Name:_________________________________________________________________________


Using this hand out as your planning guide, write an article, covering events at school or at home.

School examples: sports event, club function, cafeteria incident, someone’s detention etc. 

Home examples: introduction of new appliance, sibling spilling food, a little accident (stepping on rake)

The event can be real or imagined. 

You are the journalist. Exclude opinions but let opinions be shared through quotations from participants or bystanders in the event.
Headline: (2pts) The headline is the title of the article and expresses the main idea of the story using direct and dramatic action verbs and nouns. “Aliens Invade WCI”

Byline: (2pts) Often listed after the title before the text; the byline might give the name of the person writing the story, his or her title, a brief biographical sketch (usually magazines only), as well as the news service, for which he s/he writes. William Smith, ABC News
  

Lead: (5 pts) The lead is the first sentence in the article, and it gives the most important information to “hook” the reader’s attention. Newspaper/web articles often include the 5 Ws.
 
Body: The body is the main part of the article, and it contains the five Ws.
 Who? (2pts)

 What? (2pts)

 Where? (2pts)

 When? (2pts)

 Why? (4 pts)

Direct Voice/Opinion: (9 pts)  Identify three direct quotations or controversial statements including the spokespersons. (2+1 x 3 )
Communication: (5 Points) Edit your work to meet standards for grammar and spelling.
Due Date:_____________





Total: ________45 pts

