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Skill #6 Making Inferences
Making inferences is a bit like taking on the role of a police officer or forensic scientist; you have a few pieces or clues from a crime scene, and you try to infer or create a larger picture of events that actually happened.

Example #1: 
A crime scene

Step 1: Identify all the pieces that can be seen or all the events that have occurred?

Step 2: Based on the scene, what can you infer, did happen? and what clues can you use to support your inference? What previous knowledge did you use?
Example #2: 
A paragraph

“The mayor said the new law would make traffic move faster. The increase in fines, she added, will take the place of higher taxes. I think most people will be happy with the new law.”

Step 1: Select from the statements below, those which you believe are true

A. The mayor knows a lot about traffic.

B. The mayor worked hard to get the new law passed

C. The mayor is in favour of the new law.

D. The new law is expected to bring in more money than the old law.

Step 2: Based on the paragraph, can you infer something else about the mayor, the city, and the citizens? –think of creating a larger picture of events or people that you can support with information from the paragraph

Inference #1:__________________________________________________________________

Inference #2:__________________________________________________________________

Inference #3:__________________________________________________________________

What previous knowledge did you use?

