Eng 3U
Skill #8, Opportunities to Shine (Tests)
Opportunities to Shine (tests) in English and the Humanities can ask you to respond to a quotation and or literary piece of work such as a poem or song, demonstrating its validity or relation to a particular novel, play or body of evidence. Consider the following questions:


1. “Shakespeare’s Macbeth is a parade of humanity in its full spectrum, from the boy scout who does no wrong, to an evil Cruella, who prefers to kill and skin innocent victims.  In between these opposites, we find the insecure individual whose life choices depend on the outcome of the battle between the extremes.”    
2.  “Forget about studying Shakespeare, especially since his play Macbeth is an affront to all women. “
Explain the validity of the statement in relation to Shakespeare’s  Macbeth (Act 1) using a five paragraph essay which includes an introduction, three body paragraphs and a conclusion.


Step 1: 

Read the question several times

Step 2:

Read the question and determine 



i ) whether it contains one idea which needs three topics attached to it, 



ii) or whether it contains three ideas that need to be divided.



-sentences with one idea tend to be brief, but need three topics for the essay



-sentences that have three ideas are longer. Punctuation sometimes provides clues as 



commas (,), semi-colons (;), and periods (.) separate ideas.
	Quotations with one idea


	Quotations with multiple ideas

	...his play Macbeth is an affront to all women.

	Shakespeare’s Macbeth is a parade of humanity in its full spectrum, from the boy scout who does no wrong, to an evil Cruella, who prefers to kill and skin innocent victims.  In between these opposites, we find the insecure individual whose life choices depend on the outcome of the battle between the extremes.   


Step 3

Organize the quotation to suit a response for a 5 paragraph essay

	Attach three topics (often characters, sub-topics, major works, or time periods) to the idea; 
i) an affront because it shows women with power, such as the lead character Lady Macbeth, to be deceptive 

ii) shows women with power, such as the witches, to be evil
iii) shows women with power, such as the lead character Lady Macbeth, to be manipulative 
	Divide the quotation into three



i) full spectrum, from the boy scout who does no wrong
ii) to an evil Cruella, who prefers to kill and skin innocent victims. 
iii) the insecure individual whose life choices depend on the outcome of the battle between the extremes.   


Step 4: 

Design a plan for the essay using a long piece of foolscap or other paper that is supplied



Divide into 5 parts, one for each paragraph

Step 5:

Planning the Body Paragraphs



Place the topic sentence at the top of each paragraph plan

List  evidence in point form/abbreviated form for these paragraphs
Example:


Body 2:  is an affront because it shows women with power, such as the witches, to be evil
-witches corrupt the holy trinity using multiple of threes “thunder, lighting and rain”
-witches claim power of wind, using it to “confound the captain of the ship Tiger”
-witches claim powerful friends in high places, yet are demon spirits such as “Graymalkin and Paddock”
-witches claim the power to transform, such as becoming a rat on ship that it is “tempest tossed”  
-witches claim the power of fortunetelling, confuse Macbeth (he is rapt), leading him to have “dark and deep desires” of killing the king 

-etc.

Step 6:

Plan the Introduction (Should look familiar - Skill#6)
i) Broad sentence

ii) Lead reader to topic

iii) Introduce play

iv) Provide synopsis

v) State purpose: show validity of quotation: “First few words, then use …(dot, dot, dot)”


vi) State Thesis:
	Quotation with one idea


	Quotation with multiple ideas

	Rephrase quotation with topics/characters/major works or time periods attached


	Restate quotation in its divided parts with characters/major works/or time periods


Step 7:

Plan the Conclusion
	Quotation with one idea


	Quotation with multiple ideas

	Mention topics/characters/major works or time periods and what each has shown to be valid

“The witches have shown that…


	Mention characters/major works/or time periods and what each has shown to be valid about of a part of the quotation  

	Mention a theme can be derived from the topic of the essay

Throughout history, plays and novels rarely include female characters whose power is celebrated. 
	Mention a theme that can be derived from the topic of the essay

Humanity includes a wide spectrum of behaviours; for the many insecure individuals, it is crucial to locate positive and caring influences, so that the former may avoid joining the destructive elements in society.


Step 8:
 
Write the essay style answer using your plan
Step 9:

Wait a little bit for your sunshine to be returned!



Step 1

Generate a hand written list of quotations on one page of 8.5 x 11


Use your topic sheets to guide your identification of significant quotations


Re-read the play
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Step 1: 

First test


Complete the full plan (15 minutes)

Complete the introduction (15 minutes)



2 body paragraphs (30 minutes)

Step 2:

Second test



Complete the full plan (15 minutes)

Complete the introduction (10 minutes)



2 body paragraphs (25 minutes)



Conclusion (10 minutes)

Step 3:

Exam (Third test)



Complete the full plan (15 minutes)

Complete the introduction (15 minutes)



3 body paragraphs (45 minutes)



Conclusion (15 minutes)
Ta da …. ready for Grade 12 and college/university studies in the Humanities

Test Examples





Managing and Answering the Test Question





Preparing for Your Test





Steps towards mastery








