Eng1Dee1
 Skill #7 Reading&Understanding Shakespeare
Reading Shakespeare is challenging because the vocabulary and the structure has unique elements that are rarely part of contemporary speech and writing. There are however several approaches that help you make sense of the content and poetic language. 
Step1: (Punctuation)

Shakespeare’s English requires the reader to pay attention to the punctuation. 

Periods (.) Semi-colons (;) Exclamation marks (!) Questions (?) and double colons (:) indicate complete ideas that are expressed.

Commas (,) indicate a pause in the thought, as they announce a secondary thought, list items, separate items of address.
Reading technique: 
Clap hands or snap a finger with periods, semi-colons, or exclamation marks

Lift your heel off the ground with commas, before proceeding.

Example 1: Read and apply the above listed technique

If music be the food of love, play on.

Give me excess of it, that, surfeiting,

The appetite may sicken and so die.

That strain again! It had a dying fall.
Example 2: Read and make a vertical line every time a thought is finished. What do you notice about the location of completed ideas in the text?
By my troth, the fool has an excellent breast. I had


“breast”: singing voice
Rather than forty shillings I had such a leg, and so sweet 

“I had…has.” : I would  
A breath to sing, as the fool has. In sooth, thou wast in 

pay a lot to be able to

Very gracious fooling last night, when though spok’st of

dance and sing like the

Pigrogromitus, of the Vaspians passing the equinoctial of

“equinoctial”: equator

Queubus. ‘Twas very good, i’faith. I sent thee sixpence

“leman” : sweetheart

For thy leman: hadst it?

Step 2: Iambic pentameters

Shakespeare writes his plays in iambic pentameters, using the rhythm (de DUM, de DUM, de DUM, de DUM, de DUM), sounding like horses’ hooves, or a heartbeat. He breaks the rhythm when characters are deeply disturbed. Lines have ten syllables, which meant that Shakespeare often truncated words with apostrophes to make the words fit the rhythm. 

Read example 1 with the iambic pentameters 

Step 3 : (Context)

Shakespeare requires a consideration for the context in which events unfold. 

School versions of the play have summaries of each scene in the introduction, as well as a brief synopsis at the beginning of each scene. Read these for context: they suggest the tone and pace of speech, they suggest mood and location, they suggest actions, as well, they suggest manners and dress (outfits)
Example #1 Complete the questions and then read
Synopsis:

In a rich palace, Duke Orsino seems bored and depressed, as Olivia refuses his love.

Questions:

What tone and pace will the scene or speech have?

What will the scene look like? What visuals/props do you imagine?

What manners and dress (outfits) are displayed?
What movements (rearranges people on stage) or actions (personal gestures) are suggested?

The speech:

If music be the food of love, play on.

Give me excess of it, that, surfeiting,

The appetite may sicken and so die.

That strain again! It had a dying fall.
O, it came o’er my ear like the sweet sound

That breathes upon a bank of violets,

Stealing and giving odor.

Enough; no more.

‘Tis not so sweet now as it was before.

Instructions:

With your groups, break up the lines of each speech into sets of 1-4 lines. These sets should convey a single idea or should be a line that just seems to want to stand on its own. After your group has broken all of the speeches up into pieces, find a creative way to merge all three speeches into a performance.

Step 1:

Read Orsino’s speech together. Separate lines that convey a single idea. It is best to do this in pencil in case you change your mind later. Here is an example: 
Orsino

If music be the food of love, play on.

Give me excess of it, that, surfeiting,

The appetite may sicken and so die.

____________________________________

That strain again! It had a dying fall.

____________________________________

O, it came o’er my ear like the sweet sound

That breathes upon a bank of violets,

Stealing and giving odor.

____________________________________

Enough; no more.

‘Tis not so sweet now as it was before.

____________________________________

O spirit of love, how quick and fresh art thou,

That, notwithstanding thy capacity

____________________________________

Receiveth as the sea, naught enters there,

____________________________________

Of what validity and pitch soe’er,

But falls into abatement and low price

Even in a minute.

____________________________________

So full of shapes is fancy

That it alone is high fantastical.

Step 2:
Now separate Viola’s speech and Olivia’s speech into sets of lines.

Step 3:

Next, try and find sets of lines between the three speeches that sound like they go together because they are about the same idea, they have the same tone, or they play off each other in some way. Interweave these speeches. You should put a big number “1” next to the set of lines that you think should be first. Then put a number “2” next to the set of lines that should be second. Keep going until all of the sets of lines have been numbered. Make sure everyone in the group writes it down! 
Step 4:

Decide on a creative way to present your intertwined speech. You may wish to have one reader for Orsino’s lines, one for Olivia’s, and one for Viola’s while the two other members of your group act out a silent scene. Or, you may wish to divide the lines up between all of the members of your group and create a skit where characters of your own creation speak the lines to each other. Be as creative as you wish. The only requirements are:

a) You must include all lines from each speech.

b) You must interweave the lines in some way (in other words, you can’t just read each speech one at a time).

c) Everyone in the group must perform in some way.

Step 5:

Rehearse together at least once in order to prepare a presentation for the class. 
Step 6:

Complete the following for homework: Describe each of the following characters in 2-3 sentences based on the speeches you read: Orsino, Viola, Olivia. How would you describe their idea of love? How does each feel about their present romance/love life? Use at least one expression from the speech to support your conclusion. 
