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 Skill #9 Poetry Analysis (Drift)

Part D: Poetry Analysis: Poetry often elicits a response from the reader, and the response in itself can determine meaning and value. As Paul Valery said, “I write half of the poem. The reader writes the other half.“ 

1. Personal Response

One part of an analysis is personal in nature, whereby the reader writes down his/her sentiments and connections to his/her life experiences. Amongst a selection of poems, he/she identifies why one above all, stands out. Which parts of the poem and how does the poem reach its effect on the reader, be that the rhythm, the imagery or the sound. If the poem does not elicit a personal response, the reader suggests and describes a receptive audience.

2. Technical Analysis

However, it is possible to analyze poetry, without the exercise become banal, when the analysis is predominantly focused on the technical parts of the poem. 

Diction: Select the words and phrases that stand out and provide an image or impact; what words/images create a favourable or unfavourable impact? Look up new words in the dictionary and consider connotations (a suggested meaning) and denotations (a direct meaning)

Rhyme/Rhythm: What is the Rhyme and Rhythm? Line lengths and patterns reveal these, as well as our liking to for movement and sound. Does the rhyme impact the poem`s message?

Imagery: (metaphors, similes, symbolism) What is compared in the poem? Is there an allusion to a famous person or place? Is the metaphor extended or repeated throughout the whole poem? Do the symbols represent good or evil, love or hate?

Form: Style of layout or the type of poem-does it have a formal structure, such as a sonnet, or a free structure, or a shape poem?

Tone: tone reflects the poet’s attitude towards the subject through the word choices insofar as they express feelings. Some poems have serious tone; others are comical and light-hearted, while others still are ambivalent.

Part E: Your Personal Journey
You will meet the works of several poets, whose sampled works share a common topic.

1. Based on poems of three sampled topics, you need to write two analysis which includes a personal and DRIFT analysis 




2 X 7.5 points

2. Based on poems of three sampled topics, you need to write two poems of your own about the select topics.






2 X 7.5 points

“Poetry“ by Pablo Neruda
And it was at that age ... Poetry arrived

in search of me. I don't know, I don't know where

it came from, from winter or a river.

I don't know how or when,

no, they were not voices, they were not

words, nor silence,

but from a street I was summoned,

from the branches of night,

abruptly from the others,

among violent fires

or returning alone,

there I was without a face

and it touched me.

I did not know what to say, my mouth

had no way with names,

my eyes were blind,

and something started in my soul,

fever or forgotten wings,

and I made my own way,

deciphering that fire,

and I wrote the first faint line,

faint, without substance, pure nonsense,

pure wisdom

of someone who knows nothing,

and suddenly I saw

the heavens unfastened and open,

planets, palpitating plantations,

shadow perforated,

riddled with arrows, fire and flowers,

the winding night, the universe.

And I, infinitesimal being,

drunk with the great starry void,

likeness, image of mystery,

felt myself a pure part

of the abyss,

I wheeled with the stars,

my heart broke loose on the wind. 

