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Skill#9 Formal Essay Introductions
Your introduction to the formal essay established your credibility as a writer, as you lead to the reader to your topic and share your argument on a given topic. The chart below provides instructions for a logical and effective introduction.

Write your own sentences in left column, then delete the instruction and sample columns, then hit “Convert to Text” icon. You’ll have your writing in paragraph format.

	· 
	Instructions for an introduction
	Example of an introduction

	Essay: Antonio of Twelfth Night is a hero



	
	Begin with a broad statement/observation about the topic or issue you will discuss. The reader should find the statement agreeable.
	Societies through the ages have always created heroes, whose qualities are cherished and emulated by many.

	
	Provide an example(s) for your broad observation/statement. 
	For example, in medieval times, knights were celebrated for their battle skills; in recent times, athletes, such as Sidney Crosby, often become heroes because they embody national values or accomplish feats that people wish to celebrate.

	
	Connect the examples to literature
	The role of heroes is also discussed in literature and plays. 

	
	Introduce the source (play or novel) and author 
	This holds true for Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare.

	
	Provide a brief summary of the source (play or novel)
	The play focuses on the plight of several ship wrecked victims, including Viola, Sebastian, and Antonio, who arrive on Illyria..

	
	Introduce the key character and his/her connection to the broad topic
	Amongst the victims, Antonio emerges as an unlikely hero

	
	State your argument (thesis) about the key character in one sentence
	Based on a character assessment, Antonio is a true hero because he is generous in spirit and deed; he is loyal to his master Sebastian, and he is courageously strong in street battles.


