Eng1Dee1
Writing for Purpose and With Style
Skill #2: Writing Descriptions with Metaphors and the Senses
Using Metaphors, Example #1: Excerpt from Steinbeck

Joan had moved into the imperfect shade of the willow tree before the man heard him coming, stopped his song, and turned his head.  It was a long head, bony, tight of skin and set on a neck as stringy and muscular as a celery stalk.  His eyeballs were heavy and protruding; the lids stretched to cover them, and they were raw and red.  His cheeks were brown and shiny and hairless and his mouth full—humorous or sensual.  The nose, beaked and hard, stretched the skin so tightly that the bridge showed white.  There was no perspiration on the face, not even on the tall pale forehead.  It was an abnormally high forehead, lined with delicate blue veins at the temples.  Fully half of the face was above he eyes.  His stiff gray hair was mussed back from his brow as though he had combed it back with his fingers.  For clothes he wore overalls and a blue shirt.  A denim coat with bras buttons and a spotted brown hat, creased like a pork pie, lay on the ground beside him.  Canvass sneakers, bray with dust, lay nearby where they had fallen when they were kicked off.   He smiled and his full lips revealed great horse teeth.  

In this passage, Steinbeck uses metaphors and similes to create images that clarify for readers how the man he is describing looks.  Metaphors are comparisons and they are often preceded by words “like”, “as if”, “…gives the impression of…”. When you compare a horse’s mane to a chicken’s tail feathers, for example, you understand more clearly how the horse’s mane must look.  

Identify at least three metaphors in the passage and explain how each changes your idea of the feature for which is used a metaphor as a description

Using Metaphors, Example #2: A Picture of you in the future

Instructions

i) Using one of the pictures provided in class, write a description of the person’s face, using metaphors/comparisons. You need to study individual facial features, sometimes to the smallest detail.

ii) Set up your page, whereby the feature stands out on the left side margin with comparisons made on the right side. Leave at least 3 lines between each described facial feature.

iii) Once you have completed 4-5 descriptive features, pass your description amongst others who share the picture. They will add different metaphors to the ones you had used.

iv) Once you have collected several metaphors as options, identify those which you deem most compelling. 

Using Metaphors, Example #3:  Select a person in your biography for a detailed descriptions using metaphors

Using the Senses, Example #1: The Wine Cellar 
As I pulled it back, the heavy oak door to the wine cellar creaked, making a kind of coughing sound that echoed down the dark stairs behind it.  As I descended, the dank, acrid smell almost nauseated me to the point where I stumbled and fell.  Balancing myself against the slimy, cold, stone wall, I turned the corner to come into the wine cellar proper.  A steady dripping noise drew my attention to a large cask on the right.  I bent down, wet my finger in the dark pool of liquid beneath, and raised it to my lips.  The taste of the acrid liquid on my tongue confirmed my suspicions. They certainly weren’t storing wine here.
The brief paragraphs caters to our senses and tapping into each of them in our writing helps imbed experiences into our brain; reading can become an experience in itself provided descriptions are detailed and appeal to the senses.  

Read the passage above and list words/phrases that appeal to the listed senses in the proper column.
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Using the Senses, Example #2: The Mystery Item
Eng1Dee1
Writing for Purpose and With Style
Descriptions with Detail, Example #2, the Mystery Item

Instructions:

i) You will be placed into a group and receive a mystery item in an envelope or box. 

ii) Your group members will know what the item is, but the rest of the class will be left clueless as to the box/envelope’s contents for the moment. Do not remove the item from the box/envelope.
iii) Your group will travel with the item to one of several selected locations in the school for the purpose of having a quiet space without intrusions from others.

iv) As a group, you want to write a description of the item without mentioning what exactly it is and what exactly it is used for. 
v) You will have 15-20 minutes to complete the task before returning to class. We will share descriptions, so that others identify the unknown item.
Steps to Success:
i) Use as many descriptive adjectives as you like to write the description 
ii) Your group can arrive at one description or several within the group; your group dynamic and leadership will determine the strategy

iii) Consider answering the following questions:

1 What does the item look like? (eg.  Small, yellow, round, etc.)

2. What does it smell like?

3. How do you imagine it would taste?

4. How does it feel?

5. What does it sound like?  (here you could describe the sounds it might make when it is being used.)

