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Skill #2: Themes
Example A: Considering Themes
Short stories address topics and themes and are relevant to many people of various perspectives. 
Topics capture content and perspectives in a single word

Themes are ideas that are best expressed in full sentences. 
For example, “Love” is a topic, but “Love is bitter sweet” is a theme. 

ii) The story “A Handful of Dates” deals with self, role models, values, and rural life in East Africa, to name some of the possible topics. 
For each topic, one can write down a theme(s), such as “rural life is competitive as ownership of land is highly desirable.”

iii) List 3 more topics for “A Handful of Dates”
iv) Write down three themes in relation to the topics we have listed for “A Handful of Dates”
Skill #3: Lateral Thinking

Why do some people have constantly new ideas and others fail to see beyond established patterns? Generating new ideas is in part related to one’s ability to think “laterally” as opposed to logically (follow a pattern). Lateral thinking is difficult to define, but it is best described as being able to consider multiple points of view or approaches to problems or issues. We will use two examples for practicing some lateral thinking.

Example B: Cross Disciplinary Reading

i) Literature has been described as providing a path through life or comments about life, through the eyes of the character(s). The topics and themes in a Handful of Dates are not just addressed in literature or short stories, but in many other sources as well. When thinking laterally, one identifies readings and approaches in other disciplines outside fiction about the same theme.

iii) The article “Is hip hop the key to the Arab uprisings?” World Today, The (ABC), Jun 13, 2011 is one example of a source that makes a lateral connection to “A Handful of Dates.”
iv)  Read the article and identify what it is about (List topics)

 v) According to the article, what are the reason(s) that explain in part the events known as the “Arab” spring?

vi) How is the article connected to “A Handful of Dates”? Make specific references between the content of the article and paragraphs in the short story.

vii) List other sources for learning about the “Arab Spring” and the great divide between the generations and the values each cherishes. 
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Da-Duh, In Memoriam

Part A:
1. Place an item in the box that is part of your identity. Exclude any clothing item.

2. How does the item that you placed in the box relate to you and your identity?

3. Why did you hand the item over? 

4. What do you do to preserve your identity? What might other individuals and groups of people do to preserve their identity? List examples.

5. What do we do that alters/changes one’s identity. Explain the reasons for these alterations/changes.

6. Consider your hair, what does it say about your identity? For those whose hair is altered, what has changed about you?

7. Consider Da-Duh, what is part of her identity? part of her “cultural capital” ? What does she do to preserve this identity? How is this identity challenged? What difficulties arise between Da-Duh and the narrator?

8. Have you faced a similar conflict over identity between someone who is much older than you?  

