Eng1Dee1
Writing with Purpose and Style
Skill #1, Literary Devices

There are many devices that can enhance your writing style and good writers will use them consistently and effectively. Consider the samples, examples and identify one from Part B: A Sample Biography for each. 

Personification:  The attribution of human qualities to inanimate objects.  (also called anthropomorphism)

Find an example in the autobiography.  

Metaphor: a comparison in which one thing is described in terms of another.  (In Greek the word means to carry from one place to another)

Write the passage containing your favourite metaphor in the autobiography and explain what you like about it.  

Hyperbole: an exaggeration

Find an example in the autobiography

.

Allusion: An implicit reference to another work of literature or art, person or event.  It is often a kind of appeal to share some experience with the writer. Find an example in the autobiography:  

Altered Platitude

A platitude is a stale remark, such as “haste makes waste” or “great minds think alike.” An altered platitude changes the original such as “great minds think for themselves”. The changed platitude prompts the reader to pause and contemplate/question the overused and stale remark.

Other examples:

Alliteration:  a figure of speech in which consonants, especially at the beginning of words or stressed syllables, are repeated. 

“…wonderful and wacky world.”

Other examples:
Onomatopoeia: the naming of a thing or action by a vocal imitation of the sound. 

“The gaming convention room was buzzing with the sound of one thousand computers.”

“Her dress swished as she crossed the ballroom floor.”  

Other examples:

Rhetorical question: A question to which the answer is either obvious or impossible.  The purpose of such a question is to elicit a certain response from the audience rather than to gather information.  

“Wouldn’t you love to be tied naked to a tree in a Northern Ontario forest on a humid July night?”

Other examples:

Understatement:  The opposite of hyperbole.  A figure which deliberately represents something as much less in magnitude or importance than it really is.  

"The reports of my death are greatly exaggerated."

"He is not the brightest man in the world."  

Other examples:

Parallel Structure: Refers to use phrases, and words in parallel form
 There was no flickering of flame from a candle, creaking of footsteps, or cracking of fire.  All was still.

Imagine a train station as the train approaches.  Write a sentence containing parallel structure describing what you see, hear, feel, smell, taste as you stand in the station.  

