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Skill #1, Inferences



Inferring is a detective skill. Like Sherlock Holmes, the Pink Panther, or any other detective from a crime show on TV, one uses a few small details to figure out a much larger picture, or situation. In fact, whenever you read you infer a general view of a story or character through the small clues that the author gives you in the dialogue or description. 
The inferences you make explicitly or even conscientiously steer you towards a deeper level of reading. Inferences become more enriched and detailed with a greater foundation of pre-knowledge.
Instructions: 
1. Read the three passages below carefully. Reread them.

2. Identify the certainties or facts for each dialogue. (C)



3. Describe in point form the speaker(s) in as much detail as you can. Make inferences, about their age, size, health, gender, occupation, biases, or past experiences. (I) 
4. Describe in point form the setting, making inferences about the circumstances, time period, or location.

Take Note!

5. Identify for your inference(s) the previous knowledge upon which you relied. (P)

Dialogue 1.
“Are you deaf, Fielding?”



“ No, sir.”



“What was the last thing I said?”



“ I don’t know sir.”



“Why not, Fielding?”

Dialogue 2.
“Have you learned your piece for the concert?” he said



She nodded

“Mother made me a new dress,” she said.  “It’s shot silk. It’s blue and then it goes green.”

Dialogue 3.
“Go across the street to the Cut-Rate Store. Tell them Charlie sent you. Get them to give you sweat socks and boots. You can pay for them when you draw some money.” I tried to say something but he cut me off abruptly and as I went out I could hear him mumbling, “God-dam-college-kids-no-bloody -good.”

As much as inferences lean on your imagination, they are connected to the known facts. The validity of the inference rests on the likelihood of the events, circumstances, or descriptions which you identify with a connection to the fact(s). For example, none of the following three dialogues suggest that they take place on Mars and involve some little green creatures with antennas on their heads.











