Eng3U




Poetry Unit


Paul Valery: “I write half the poem; the reader writes the other half.”


Poetry Unit Overview
1. A Poetry Movie

2. Handout on Genres and Devices- yours to use 

3. Skill #9 D.R.I.F.T. Analysis

4. You are completing two analysis of poems from the collection which I share with you (either a published one or a former student sample). The analysis includes a personal response and the DRIFT steps
5. You are writing two poems relating to a topics that I will share with you

6.  Dramatization of a poem from the Harlem Renaissance 1920s-1930s

1. The Inspiration, Pablo Neruda and Mario Ruoppolo in “Il Postino”
“Il Postino” (The Postman) is the perfect introduction to the poetry unit because the film introduces you to genres of poetry, poetic devices and the possible intoxicating alchemy of poetry. It’s also one of my favourite films. The film is set in 1952 on an Italian island in the Mediterranean. Exiled from his native Chile, the poet and activist Pablo Neruda finds hospitality on the island, where he meets Mario Ruoppolo. Mario is hired as Neruda’s personal mailman, which will drastically alter his life.

Curiously, Waterloo has a connection to Pablo Neruda; there is a housing co-op named after him just North of Conestoga Mall.

Items of interest:
 i) Italy was home to the largest Communist Party in Western Europe in the post WWII period and the movie makes reference to the contest  between the Communists and the victorious Christian Democrats.

ii) Italy’s South is, when compared to the North, the more impoverished part of the country, as the movies makes clear.

2. Poetry Genres






This brief unit will not explore all genres, but the following are commonly found:

1. Quatrain:
 Poems are often made up of several unit (stanzas) that have the same number of lines. The most 

common stanza has four lines (Quatrain) and it contain the following rhyme schemes:
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2. Ballads:
A folk ballad is usually a story expressed through song, often passed down from generation to 


generation. They are often written in quatrains.

3.  Sonnet:
A sonnet is a 14  line poem. It poses a difficult task for the writer since he/she is confined to a 


defined pattern.



a. Petrarchan Sonnet: octave (8 lines) + sextet (6 lines)



b. Shakespearean Sonnet: 3 quatrains + a rhyming couplet



c. Curtal Sonnet: sextet (6 lines) + 4.5 lines



d. Avant-Garde Sonnet: 14 lines....

4. Free Verse:
Modern poetry is usually written in free verse, characterized by short lines, irregular rhythm 


and rarely any fixed rhymes.

5. Lyric Poem:
They are personal, subjective, and emotional.

6. Haiku:
A Japanese short verse form, having traditionally seventeen syllables



“With a crunching sound
5



the praying mantis devours
7



the face of a bee”

5



-Yamaguchi Seichi



modern haiku deviates from this from, but it is still capturing one brief moment of awareness

 

or one simple observation


3. Poetry: Devices
Images are predominantly used to communicate with the reader. In short, poems can be described as a ”picture making factory.”

1. Simile: A direct comparison between two unlike things introduced by like or as. 

  

“His hands were like wild birds.”-John Updike

2. Metaphor: A comparison between two unlike things.



“An aged man is paltry thing,



A tattered coat upon a stick.”-William Butler Yeats

3. Personification: To give human characteristics to inanimate objects, animals, or abstract ideas.




“Time let me play and be



Golden in the mercy of his means.”-Dylan Thomas

4. Hyperbole: Exaggeration



“And, I will love thee still, my dear,



Till a’ the seas gang dry.”-Robert Burns

5. Mood: The emotional environment of the poem, also called atmosphere. “Farewell” has a quiet, reflective mood:



“What is life



It is a flash of a firefly...”-Crowfoot

6. Juxtaposition: Two or more things are placed side by side, even though they usually are not associated with each other.



“Today I am



a small blue thing



Like a marble



or an eye”-Suzanne Vega

7. Rhymes

· Masculine Rhyme: Similarity of sound in one syllable.

Hall, fall.”

· Feminine Rhyme: Two syllables rhyme.

“intent-invent”



· Triple Rhyme: Three syllables rhyme.

“victorious-glorious”

· Eye Rhyme: Words rhyme to the eye but not the word.



“have
 stood
loves



“gave     blood      moves”
