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Mythology

THE IMPOSSIBLE MONSTER

Monsters are everywhere and take many forms. From the Cookie Monster to Monster Trucks. The same hold true for mythology. Monsters have a role and purpose. They all have something evil about them and often pose a threat, but also they usually have some good.  Some protect a secret treasure of a god.  Some have special skill or wisdom that the world needs.  Some are monstrous only because of an unfortunate past that has led them to their fate. Some of those monsters may not have entirely deserved the treatment they got. 

Creating the Impossible Monster: 

An exercise in creative thinking and writing
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1. Create an “impossible to defeat” monster, describing his/her/its characteristics in several paragraphs. Include the following elements: 
· -strengths, or special abilities

· -the monster’s past (parents ?)

· -how and why the monster came into existence

· -the purpose or task of the monster
· -allow for some sympathy of the monster, at least a little
2. Draw a picture of the monster

Creating the Hero to Defeat the Monster:
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3. Your monster description and poster will be given to another student in the class. Read the description your partner has given you and create a hero who must destroy this monster.  
4. Create a hero, describing his/her/its characteristics. Include the following: 
· the past 
· reasons for wanting to kill this monster

· is the hero aware of the good in the monster? 
· special attributes of the hero
· supporters and opponents of the hero
· how and why the encounter between your hero and the monster takes place  

· the method by which the hero defeats the monster

· the effect that defeating the monster has on the hero and his/her/its way of life  
____________15 points
