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Lullabies for Little Criminals
Reading Guide

Like all novels, Lullabies for Little Criminals by Heather O’Neil, includes numbered chapters, but excludes an index to plot developments and dialogue which develop topics and major themes.

Themes Developed in the Novel (There are of course more):

Children exit childhood “kicking and screaming”, longing for its simplicity.

Social institutions and services (ex. Churches, shelters, social welfare agencies) struggle to meet the needs of vulnerable children/youth.

Relationships between children and adults are often tumultuous, yet adult guidance remains paramount. 

Reading Guides:

As you read, you need to identify significant passages for latter use and reflection or even the collection of quotations. 
Use the above three themes as your filter for identifying significant passages and select one of the three strategies below
i) You can keep notes which identify the main plot developments in each chapter. If the chapter is too long, make some entries every 5 pages. 

ii) You can use sticky notes in three colours (one for each theme) and locate significant passages

iii) You can use a quotation log, collecting quotations with page references in relation to the three themes. Use a colour code in the margin to identify the specific theme

The Future:
i) The novel will be complimented with a documentary film, which taps into the above listed themes as well. We will do a comparison between the two sources and develop criticisms for the two sources, as part of your unit summative.
ii) The novel can also serve as one of your three significant works for the exam essay (June 2015) or the formal essay (Spring 2015). The passages and significant quotations could help for these endeavours.
