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The Legal Heritage
Modern Declarations of Rights and a Mock Trial

Introduction:  Canada’s present set of laws is connected to various historical documents and declarations that have advanced human rights. This includes 

i) the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizens (1789), 

ii) the American Declaration of Sentiments (1848), 

iii) the United Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 

iv) the Canadian Bill of Rights (1960)

v) Bob Marley’s “Get Up Stand Up” (1973) 

Purpose:
i) to sample in groups aspects of these laws and declarations

ii) to determine, if in fact our colonial forefathers/sisters were violating human rights based on the selected laws and declarations

iii) to introduce you to skills used and developed in mock trials
Step 1: Overview, Organization and Evaluation
i) Individual Reading and Analysis of “Curious Punishments of Colonial Days“











15 Points (Individual Evaluation)
ii) Assign groups for reading and analysis of modern legal document or declaration for a latter trial 
iii) Preparations for the Mock Trial




12 Points (Group Evaluation)
iv) Mock Trial, select crown attorneys with group support

8 points (Group Evaluation)
iv) Characterization through embodiment & props


3 points (Individual Bonus)
vii Individual Notes on Focus Declaration and summary of others  2 points (Individual)

Total: 35 Points

Step 2: Reading of modern legal document/ declaration/song 
-You should read the brief summary in the text book or handout and identify the vital info below in your notebook: “Legal Heritage-Modern Declarations of Rights“
-The sampled laws/declaratory statements are used in an attempt to charge me
Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizens-1789 (pg. 40) 


history, significance, main idea/philosophy, whose interest?


five rights that were previously denied


Declaration of Sentiments-1848 (Handout)


history, significance, main idea/philosophy, whose interest? 


three broad claims from preamble and five grievances


Universal Declaration of Human Rights-1948 (pg. 41-43)


history, significance, main/idea, whose interest 


seven rights that you deem significant 


John Humphrey-just read, makes you feel good as a Canuck!


Canadian Bill of Rights-1960 (pg. 44-45)


history, significance, problems, whose interest 


seven laws that you deem significant 

Get Up Stand Up-1973 (Handout)

history, significance

three ideas that you deem significant

-At the end of the trial, we will identify some common ideas amongst the four modern documents/declarations 

Step 3: Legal Heritage  Mock Trial Preparations

a)
identify a minimum of two clauses/laws/ideas, as part of your document or declaration








2 points
b)
identify incidents from the colonial punishments that help support your accusations; for each incident, write down why the incident applies 











4 points min
c)
identify key words which are open to interpretation; look up the word in the dictionary or consider the historical definition; then revise the whys/reasons for each incident

d)
complete the phrase, which will be the phrase for the opening statement:


“We, the_(identify yourselves)_argue that the accused violated _(select the clause/law)___because__(state broad reasons)__. We suggest__(suggest punishment)__so that justice may prevail.”



2 points
e)
select two principal speakers (crown attorneys); the others need to familiarize themselves with the evidence and be able to feed the evidence to the speaker; consider writing key examples on separate index cards (big writing)











4 points, index cards
f) 
divide up the team and have one side consider possible counter-arguments; share them with the others, then revise your original whys/reasons 

g) principal speakers attempt to recall the list if evidence without looking at paper and or without looking at index cards

Step 4: Legal Heritage  Mock Trial Preparations
Mock trials are enhanced when students assume the role of characters; the first mock trial has the potential to have you assume one of the following roles:

For the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizens, 1789

18th century French Revolutionary, sans-culotte, philosopher

-breeches, tail coats, wigs, red cap(tuque), tricoloured belt scarf (red, white and blue), rudimentary weapons (pictures available)

For the Declaration of Sentiments, 1948

19th century women’s movement participants

Long layered dresses, bonnets, granny glasses (pictures available)

For the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948

20th century diplomats

Suits, formal shoes, traditional tribal elder outfit (Africa), top hats, bowler hats, translator ear phones, brief cases, country flags (pictures available)

For the Canadian Bill of Rights 1960

20th century flower child, hippie, civil rights movement activist

Tie-dye shirts, bell bottoms, beards, long hair, protest posters, Lennon glasses, peace symbolism, sound track

For Bob Marley’s Get Up, Stand Up, 1973

Rastafarian (please no Black-Face and no ganja)

Bell bottoms, Ethiopian tri-colour (Red-Gold Green), dread cap (Males), head wrap (females), Ethiopian and Jamaican flags, 

