Eng 3U

Skill #11 : Brainstorming
What the heck is brainstorming? While brainstorming can involve collecting ideas randomly, it can involve questions and steps that guide you towards a broader and deeper consideration of your topic.

Instructions 1. Select one of the topics from the handout: Formal Literary Essay: Topics

Brainstorming:


2. On pieces of paper, answer the following questions/exercises:



a. List all the thoughts on the topic of your choice; do not be too critical of



 yourself. List as many parts and ideas, even the most absurd.



b. Make a list of questions to probe the significance of your topic.



c. Definitions? To what extent can definitions of key words and concepts 



determine your essay, your thesis, and main points? Look up key words.


d. Comparisons? Are similarities and differences between topics, acts, 




characters helping you to understand your topic? Compare your topic with another


Tracing Relationships:



3. On pieces of paper, answer the following questions/exercises:



 a. Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics, 



with what does your subject coordinate? What can be linked to your topic by 



and?




b. Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics,


from what is your topic different? What can be linked to your subject by but?



c. Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics,


what can be cited as the cause for your subject? What can be linked by because



d. Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics,


what can be cited as a result? Link your topic with therefore, so.



e.  Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics,


what are the alternatives to your topic idea? Link your topic idea with or.



f. Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics,


what does your topic idea include? Link your topic idea with for example, also

The ideas generated  during the brainstorming and the tracing of relationships will provide your with the many components of your thesis statements
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Brainstorming:
2. On pieces of paper, answer the following questions/exercises:

a. List all the thoughts on the topic of your choice; do not be too critical of
 yourself. List as many parts and ideas, even the most absurd.
b. Make a list of questions to probe the significance of your topic.

Macbeth as a primer for GI Joe/Jane

Is Macbeth a primer for GI Joe/Jane?

What is a primer?

What is included that is useful for GI Joe/Jane?

What is excluded that could also be useful?

What of Macbeth connects to modern realities?

What are the modern realities?

c. Definitions? To what extent can definitions of key words and concepts determine your essay, your thesis, and main points?

Primer, architect, Bellona, welfare state etc.

d. Comparisons? Are similarities and differences between topics, acts, 
characters helping you to understand your topic? 
Macbeth the victim if women?

Lady Macbeth as the play should be called

Lady Macbeth victimizes Macbeth?
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3. On pieces of paper, answer the following questions/exercises:

 a. Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics, with what does your subject coordinate? What can be linked to your topic by and?


Ex. Macbeth is a victim of women and….

Macbeth is victim of women and….(repeat phrase with different ideas)
b. Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics, from what is your topic different? What can be linked to your subject by but?

Macbeth is a victim of women, but…

Macbeth is a victim of women, but…

c. Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics, what can be cited as the cause for your subject? What can be linked by because

d. Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics, what can be cited as a result? Link your topic with therefore, so.

e.  Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics, what are the alternatives to your topic idea? Link your topic idea with or.

f. Using your topic idea from the handout Argumentative Essay: Topics, what does your topic idea include? Link your topic idea with for example, also

