Eng3UI
Skill #7 Understanding Shakespeare
Strategies for Understanding by Making it Come Alive
	Activity
	Strategies for Understanding

	1. Insults
	Read out loud with body language, gestures, and intonation


	2. Tossing a Line
	Read out loud and consider to whom words are directed (eye-contact)



	3. Iambic Pentameter (Name Game)
	Tap the rythyem of : 
daDum/da Dum/daDum
Pentameter (5 x da/Dum)
announces person of significance; 
deviation from Pentameters announces person of lower class, lower significance or a significant person who is deeply troubled


	4. Punctuation Dance
	Read with punctuation in mind

Periods and semi-colons complete an idea

Commas indicate a list or sub-ideas

Ideas do not necessarily finish with end of line

	5. Class Monologue
	Read with visualization
Picture words and phrases that are spoken and the actions they suggest

	6. Contextual reading
	Read within the context of previous events, the scene’s environment, actions, and character’s perspective.
What do the characters want?

What do the characters do?

How do the characters feel?

What do the characters see?
What do the characters smell?


Reading Shakespeare, Conventional Approach

BANQUO :    How goes the night, boy? 

FLEANCE: The moon is down; I have not heard the clock. 

BANQUO:  And she goes down at twelve. 

FLEANCE:  I take't, 'tis later, sir. 

BANQUO  
Hold, take my sword. There's husbandry in heaven; 
Their candles are all out. Take thee that too. 
A heavy summons lies like lead upon me, 
And yet I would not sleep: merciful powers, 
Restrain in me the cursed thoughts that nature 
Gives way to in repose! 

 Enter MACBETH, and a Servant with a torch 
    
Give me my sword. 
Who's there?
Analysis: What is happening?

Reading Shakespeare, Contextual Approach

It is late at night in Macbeth’s castle. The tired male warrior Banquo is talking to his son Fleance out in the court yard.

BANQUO :    How goes the night, boy? 

FLEANCE: The moon is down; I have not heard the clock. 

BANQUO:  And she goes down at twelve. 

FLEANCE: I take't, 'tis later, sir. 

BANQUO  
Hold, take my sword. There's husbandry in heaven; 
Their candles are all out. Take thee that too. 
A heavy summons lies like lead upon me, 
And yet I would not sleep: merciful powers, 
Restrain in me the cursed thoughts that nature 
Gives way to in repose! 

 Enter MACBETH, and a Servant with a torch 
    
Give me my sword. 
Contextual Analysis, Answer questions and make notations on margins of dialogue
Where and when does the scene take place. How does it shape the dialogue/scene?

What do the characters want here? (motivations)

What do the characters do? (actions, gestures, movement, use of props/costumes)

How do the characters feel? (psychological and physiological)
What do the characters see? (what are they looking at?)
What do the characters smell? (what odor hangs in the air?)

