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Literary Formal Essay
One of the primary skill that requires mastery in your high school years is the formal essay. In English we call them literary essays, because they are based on literature. An essay is an attempt to convince a reader of an opinion that you hold about a specific topic. 

Steps to Success, Planning Stage
1. Select from Twelfth Night or your independently read novel. (Must be signed out again)

Twelfth Night Advantages: the play is easily divided and can be readily searched for specific information; Mr. Latour can better help you with your essay, since he knows the play

Novel Advantages: the novel is written in contemporary English
Selection:_______________________________________________________________
2. Select one character from the play or novel for an in-depth study

Character:_______________________________________________________________
3. Free and guided brain storming about the character (The shrink examines your head and heart) and arrives at his/her assessment

a. Free Brainstorming, on a piece of paper list all the thoughts you have about the selected character.

b. Guided Brainstoring, on a piece of paper, complete the each phrase several times

_____________________is _________________because………………

_____________________is_________________ but……………………

_____________________is _________________ therefore, so  ………..

_____________________is_________________ and..………………….

_____________________is _________________or……..………………..

_____________________is_________________ for example……..…….

Keep all the ideas that you have on paper. Never dismiss an idea, as you might return to it later in your brainstorming.
4. Arrive at an assessment of your character. You have several options. 
a. You have arrived at super idea that is supported with three broad reasons and two quotations each.

a. __________________is _______________because__________
1st Quotation

2nd Quotation

       


  

          because__________
1st Quotation

2nd Quotation

 



   

          because__________
1st Quotation

2nd Quotation

Example: Antonio is a true hero because he is generous, loyal, and courageously strong.
b. You have arrived at three ideas that are supported but one reason each and two quotations each

b. __________________is _______________because__________
1st Quotation
2nd Quotation

       


   _______________because__________
1st Quotation

2nd Quotation

 



   _______________because__________
1st Quotation

2nd Quotation

Example: Feste is an ideal jester because he is creative; he is the best drinking buddy because he gets a party going with song, and he is the a standup comic because he comes up with great one liners. 
c. You have arrived at a super idea that is supported with two broad reasons and three quotations each.

c. __________________is _______________because__________
1st Quotation

2nd Quotation

3rd Quotation


       


   

          because__________
1st Quotation

2nd Quotation

3rd Quotation

Example: Olivia is a dangerous woman because she is single minded to the point of being stubborn and because she aggressively pursues men like prey. 
5. Plan the body paragraphs, completing the chart Skill#6; one for each paragraph 
5. The writing stage and steps:

Wednesday, May 9: Plan one paragraph, selecting quotations and denoting in point form the analysis, submit the paragraph plan at the end of class.
Your homework: Select quotations for the next paragraph(s) at home

My homework: Review the paragraph plans, return for feedback on Thursday

Thursday, May 10: In class-introductions to essays, add the analysis to the second paragraph plan, submit at the end of class.
Your homework: 

i) Write first draft of the introduction, submit for review on Monday

ii) Write one paragraph of essay. Use your To Kill A Mockingbird Paragraph and my feedback/evaluation as a model. The Skill sheet is also on the school webpage.
My homework: Review for feedback second and possibly third paragraph plans

Monday, May 14, Room 418; Write second and third paragraph

Your homework: You can proceed to write subsequent paragraphs if you wish 

My homework: Review introductions and paragraphs (a quick scan)

Wednesday, May 16, Room 418: Write conclusion and edit introduction

Your homework: Edit paragraphs that were reviewed

Thursday, May 17, Room 418: Formatting and Citations

Your homework: self edit and peer edit (parent or older sibling), print off the final and good copy.

Tuesday, May 22, Essay due 

