
The provincial report card is designed to give you clear, detailed 
information about your child's learning in relation to the expectations 
and standards outlined in the provincial curriculum.  The grade on the 
report card represents your child's achievement based on the 
curriculum expectations that have been taught or developed during 
the term.

Three times per year, your child will receive a report card that is used 
in all elementary schools in Ontario. The report card is just one of the 
ways for you to stay informed about your child's learning.  Schools 
also use parent-student-teacher conferences, telephone calls, notes 
and portfolios of student work to share information throughout the 
year and to set goals for learning.

The provincial report card gives you information about your child in 
two different areas:
> achievement of curriculum expectations, and
> development of learning skills.

Grades and Levels of Achievement
Students in grades 1- 6 receive letter grades on the report card, while 
students in grades 7 and 8 receive percentage grades.  What's new in 
this report card is that both letter and percentage grades are based on 
clearly defined criteria and are connected to provincial levels of 
achievement.

Understanding Levels of Achievement
The following four levels of achievement describe how well your child 
has learned the curriculum expectations.

> The Provincial Standard
 Level 3 is the provincial standard.  A student who receives a grade
 at level 3 has demonstrated considerable knowledge and
 understanding of the concepts taught during the term, and is able
 to communicate and apply this learning.  A parent/guardian of a
 child who receives a grade at level 3 can be confident that his/her
 child will be prepared for work in the next term and/or grade.

       > Level 4 achievement
 A grade at level 4 means that a student has exceeded the provincial  
 standard for the grade.  Level 4 indicates that a student has  
 demonstrated a thorough or high-degree of knowledge and  
 understanding of the required learning and is able to communicate  
 and apply this learning.  A student does not need to work beyond  
 grade level to achieve level 4.

       > Level 2 achievement
 A grade at level 2 means that a student has demonstrated an  
 understanding of some of the required knowledge and skills.  The  
 student's performance is approaching the provincial standard.

       > Level 1 achievement
 A grade at level 1 means that a student has demonstrated a limited  
 or partial understanding of the required knowledge and skills.  The  
 student's performance falls considerably below the provincial
 standard.

Teachers use the general descriptions in the four levels of achievement 
as the basis for assessing student learning and determining grades.  
These four levels are intended to promote greater consistency from 
school to school in reporting to parents.

The chart below shows the match between a student's level of 
achievement and a report card letter or percentage grade.

Report Card
Description

Achievement exceeds
the provincial standard.

Achievement meets the
provincial standard.

Achievement approaches
the provincial standard

Achievement falls much
below the provincial standard.

The student has not
demonstrated the required
knowledge and skills.
Extensive remediation is required.
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Learning Skills
Valuing and developing effective learning skills are critical to your 
child's success as a student.

Learning skills are assessed and reported separately from the letter or 
percentage grades that appear in the subject areas.  This allows you to 
see how your child is developing in those areas required for effective 
learning.

Your child's teachers collect and record a wide variety of information 
about these learning skills through interactions and observations.  
Teachers use this information to report on your child's development in 
areas such as homework completion, cooperation with others, and class 
participation.

Other Important Information
In addition to reporting on subject areas and learning skills, the 
provincial report card provides specific information about a student's 
program and progress.

> English Language Learners (ELL)
 (formerly ESL - English as a Second Language)
 The ESL or ESD (English Skills Development) box will be checked for
 any student receiving ELL Support.  ELL Support is provided by an  
 ELL teacher or classroom teacher through an adapted program.  The
 student's grade on the report card is based on the level of  
 achievement in the adapted program.

> Individual Education Plan (IEP)
 The IEP box will be checked for a student whose program  
 expectations are different from those of the grade's regular program.   
 The student's grade is based on the level of achievement in the  
 program outlined on the IEP.

The Response Form
On page three of the report card you will find a response form.
The purpose of this form is:
• to give you an opportunity to comment on your child’s
 achievement and goals, and
• to ask questions or provide information about how you can help
 your child at home.

Even if you and your child do not wish to comment on the report card, 
both of you must sign and return the Response Form.  This form will be 
filed with your child’s report card in his/her Ontario Student Record 
folder.
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