
Science Lab Safety 

 

 
The following safety rules must be followed at all times in the 
Science Lab during experiments to ensure the safety of all 
students and the enjoyment of the learning experience.  Each 
student who hopes to participate in science labs will be able to 
understand and follow each of the rules listed on this sheet. 

 

 

Preparing for the Lab 

• Listen to the teacher’s instructions and read all written directions first before beginning. 
• Ask your teacher if you are not sure what to do. 
• Wear eye protection when told to by the teacher. 
• Roll up your sleeves, tuck in loose clothes, tie back long hair. 
• Keep your work area uncluttered, tidy, and clean.  Store your stuff safely under your desk 
out of the way. 

 

During the Lab 

• Clean up any spills immediately, even if you didn’t cause the mess. 
• Tell the teacher immediately if you see a safety hazard or something unsafe. 
• Don’t waste any lab material or use it carelessly. 
• Do not touch the top of a hot plate.  A cold hot plate looks the same as a hot one. 
• Remain standing when using alcohol burners and certain chemicals (when told to do so). 
• Never taste anything without teacher permission. 
• Never put your nose directly above something to smell it.  Gently wave your hand over it 
to direct the smell towards you (waft). 

• Keep any lids closed tightly for anything you’re not using. 
• Do not use a thermometer as a stir stick. 
• Do not shake a thermometer or the alcohol may separate. 
• If you break any glass, tell the teacher.  Do not touch any pieces. 

Alcohol Burners 

• Blue flame is very hard to see. Don’t forget it’s there. 
• Don’t leave the flame unattended. 
• Don’t reach over the flame. 
• Keep flammables away. 
• Cap the burner from the side. DO NOT blow the flame out. 

 

After the Lab 

• Clean up and put away everything properly in the correct spot when you’re done. 
• Carry only one item per hand.  Test tube racks, balances, hot plates, and alcohol burners 
must be carried with 2 hands. 

• Do not run or rush. 
 
 

NO IRRESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOUR, FOOLING AROUND, OR INCONSIDERATE, UNSAFE ACTION WILL 
BE TOLERATED IN THE LAB. Anyone not following the above stated safety rules will be 
suspended from doing any experiments in the lab. NO CHANCES WILL BE GIVEN. Parents may 
be contacted in certain situations. Safety in the lab is a serious matter. THINK before you do 
something that might cause an accident. 



Science Lab Safety Poster Assignment 
 

 

After reading and reviewing all of the lab safety rules, you now have the 

opportunity to focus on just ONE rule by creating a poster that illustrates and 

promotes that rule.   

 

Do a rough copy first to plan your poster and figure out your layout before 

getting the paper for your good copy.   

 

 

You must follow all these guidelines: 

 

1. 8.5” x 11” paper will be used for your poster. 

2. The safety rule or a slogan related to it must be clearly visible on 

the poster from a distance of 2 metres. 

3. Must include at least one drawing or graphic (sketch, cartoon, 

illustration, etc.) which is appropriate for the rule. 

4. The meaning of the poster must be obvious and clear. 

5. Make your poster neat, attractive, and professional-looking. 

6. Make sure the poster is colourful and interesting by using pencil 

crayons, markers, magazine cut-outs or computer print-outs. 

7. Your poster may be serious or humorous, but it must focus on the 

key message of the safety rule. 

8. Posters done in pencil or pen will not be accepted. 

9. Put your name and class on the back of the poster. 

 

 

Evaluation 

Your poster will be evaluated on its overall quality and effectiveness as well as 

how well it meets all of the above guidelines. 

 

 

DUE DATE: ______________________ 
     
     


