
EARTHQUAKES
(Rumbling Sounds!)



What is an Earthquake?
An Earthquake is a sudden and violent shaking of the ground, sometimes causing great destruction, as a 

result of movements within the earth's crust or volcanic action.

The epicenter is the place 
on the Earth’s surface that 
is directly above where the 

Earthquake happened. 

The surface of the Earth is covered in a series of Tectonic Plates. 
When these plates move, they release energy and can cause 

Earthquakes! 



What Damage do Earthquakes cause to the Natural 
Environment?

Cracks can open in the 
ground.

The ground can rise or fall.  
This can impact how 

humans use the 
environment.

Over time, mountains 
can rise and valleys can 

be formed.



What damage do Earthquakes cause to Human 
Made Structures?

Buildings can collapse. 
People and property can be 

crushed. 
Fires can start if gas lines 

rupture. Cracks can form in 
roadways and buildings. 

https://www.goodfreephotos.com/albums/china/sichuan/other/ruins-of-the-earthquake-in-sichuan-china.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Sfearthquake3b.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Crack_in_Bridge_Street_from_the_2010_Canterbury_earthquake.jpg


How can people protect themselves from Earthquakes?
Pt. 1

Before an Earthquake hits.

- Build earthquake resistant 
buildings.

- Strap or bolt heavy 
furniture to the walls.

- Store breakable items 
and flammable materials 
on bottom shelves. 

- Make an earthquake 
survival kit.



How can people protect themselves from Earthquakes? 
Pt. 2

During an Earthquake

- Find cover underneath a sturdy 
surface, like a desk.

- Stay there until 60 seconds after the 
shaking has stopped.

- Stay away from buildings and power 
lines.   

- Stay Calm!



A Famous Earthquake
The Loma Prieta Earthquake happened near San Francisco on October 17th 1989. The Earthquake measured 6.9 

on the Richter Scale.  63 people were killed and over 3500 were injured. Total damage was close to $6 billion. 

This Earthquake happened on live TV because the World Series was being played at the time in Oakland, which is across the Bay from San Francisco.  
Check out the following live video.  The Earthquake starts at the 4:35 mark. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z8ExMR0c0aM

A section of the Bay Bridge collapsed. 
Many houses that were damaged 
had to be torn down and rebuilt. 

42 people were killed when this double 
decker highway collapsed.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z8ExMR0c0aM


Success Criteria
1. Choose a natural disaster to research. (Tornado, Hurricane, Volcano or 

Tsunami)
2. Create a new Google Slide.
3. You Slideshow will have slides with the same titles as this example slideshow, 

substituting the name of your natural disaster.
4. Include images on each page. 
5. Include text boxes that explain what is in the pictures.
6. Include at least one video. 


