
U1D6  MCR 3UI        Adding & Subtracting Rational  Expressions Part I     

 

When adding and subtracting rational expressions, we use the same rule for adding and 
subtracting fractions! 

 

1.  ______________ the denominators(s) (if possible). 

2.  Determine the ______________  _______________________ and _____________ the 
expression with the ____________ ________________. 

3.  ____________ the numerator(s).  (You may need to ____________, add/subtract like terms, 
and then _____________). 

4.  ____________ any common factors if possible. 

5.  ____________, if possible. 

6.  ____________ ___________________ on the variable(s). 

 

Examples:  Simplify and state restrictions for each of the following. 

(a) 
16𝑡−11

7
+

4−2𝑡

7
     (b)  

3𝑚

8
−

5𝑚

6
−

2𝑚

3
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(c)  
3𝑎−𝑏

9
−

𝑎−2𝑏

3
−

4𝑎−3𝑏

6
    (d)  

2𝑥2+3𝑥+1

4𝑥2−9
−

𝑥2−3𝑥−1

9−4𝑥2
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