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Special Factoring —
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Solving Linear Equations
Remember, solving an equation means "find all the

values of the variable that make the equation true".
A linear equation has only one variable with the
exponent of "1".

Steps:
1. Clear any fractions (multiply all terms by a
common denominator). called Hhe /Owefniﬁ;"’og‘m
2. = )(Pa/ld any brackets.
3. Collectthe yariable. termson one side of

the equal sign, _c© nstarst terms on the

other side.
4. Combine. like terms.

5. T =olate.  thevariable by dividing
out any coefficient.

Examples
5(x —3) — 2x = —6
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Solving Quadratic Equations
A quadratic equation has the form

a_x‘*+hq/ +e. =0

Steps:
1. _Expand any brackets.
2. _(ollect like terms.

3. Write equation as shown above (so that it
g% wuals zero )
Factor the quadratic.
5. Seteachfactorto _ze=vo  and
selve each linear factor.
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